OTHER DICOT HERBS Rumex acetosella a
Centaurium evythraea  f R. crispus f
Cerastium fontanum £ R. obtusifolius 0
Epilobium ciliatum f Sagina procumbens 0
Linum catharticum a Stellaria alsine f
Plantago lanceolata 0 Trifolium cubium a
P. major 0 T. pratense 0
Prunella vulgaris a T. repens a
Ranunculus repens f Verbascum thapsis f
R. sceleratus 0 Veronica arvensis o]

V. serpyllifolia a

Threatened plants of Otago.

In September John Barkla, a botanist with the Otago Conservancy of DOC, treated
another full house to a wonderful array of some of the rarest and most threatened plants
in Otago and talked about the conservation programmes being implemented for them.
Some of the many plants and issues covered ranged from the big, old Olearia hectorii
in the Matukituki Valley, at last producing seedlings after protection from grazing, to
the tiny and seldom seen "spring annuals" in Central; Ceratocephala pungens ,
Myosurus minimus subsp. novae-zelandiae, and Myosotis pygmaea var. minutiflora.
Research is going on (o determine their ecology and threats. There are a variety of
native forget-me-nots (Myosotis spp) on block mountain crests, especially Dunstan
Range. Some have just one or two populations.

Otago is a stronghold for Cook's scurvy grass, Lepidium oleraceum, which is very rare
on mainland NZ, and new populations have been established at several coastal sites..
Central Otago has several at risk inland Lepidium sp. including Lepidium kirkii and
three subspecies of Lepidium sisymbrioides which raises many issues relating to
changing land use and weed invasion. Carmichaelia hollowayi is a native broom
restricted to three sites in Waitaki Valley. Replanting has been carried out at one
limestone cliff site, along with the very rare cress, Ischrocarpus exilis, while oddities
like scree pea, Montigena novae-zelandiae, with colourful flower and very large seed
pod, at also at risk from hares and other browsers. All eight mistletoes in Otago have
problems with loss of pollinators/dispersers (birds) and browsing by possums. Some
banding of host trees has been carried out and there is spectacular recovery of Tupeia
antarciica in the Catlins following possum control

A recenl invasion of Hieracium lepidulum - threatening the grass, Simplicia laxa on
rock outcrop on slopes of Old Man Range, is being controlled. New populations of
Hebe cupressoides have been found, causing a rethink of species ecology. A huge
amount of very dedicated conservation work is obviously being done and we look
forward to a fuller list of Otago’s rare and threatencd plants in a later issue.

Allison Knight
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