
Sunday September 13: Tour of Dr Pe te r Johnson's garden 
a t 5, M a t a r i k i S t . , Broad Bay. 

Meet at 5, Matar ik i S t . , 1:30pm ( to about 4:30pm). 
There w i l l a l s o be a walk up t h e h i l l t o S t i l e s 

Creek Bush. 

Hints on Co l l ec t i ng Herbarium Specimens 

What to c o l l e c t : 
C o l l e c t whole p l a n t s where p o s s i b l e , i n c l u d i n g 

r o o t s ( fo r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n we o f t e n need t o 
know i f i t has a t a p r o o t , w h e t h e r t h e r e a r e 
rh i zomes , e t c . ) . 

Where you can ' t c o l l e c t whole p l a n t s , c o l l e c t as 
much as you can: 

basal l eaves as wel l as stem l e a v e s , 
a l w a y s t a k e some s t e m w i t h a l e a f ( t h e 

a t tachment i s impor tan t ) 
c o l l e c t f l o w e r s a n d / o r f r u i t s i f a t a l l 

p o s s i b l e , t h e y a r e o f t e n e s s e n t i a l for 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Even i f i t i s n o t 
f lower ing or f r u i t i n g t i m e , t h e r e may wel l 
be old f r u i t p r e s e n t somewhere on t h e 

• p l a n t . 
C o l l e c t a l l t h e m a t e r i a l f rom one p l a n t i f 

p o s s i b l e . 

Make no tes on: 
Where it was growing: 

locality, 
altitude, 
map reference. 

Habitat (e.g. "in a bog", "on a dry slope", etc.) 
Habit: 

description (e.g. "sprawling over rocks", 
"upright tree", etc.) 

plant height. 
Date of collection. 
Who collected it. 



Press ing and dryingt Lay out the p lan t so t h a t i t f i t s 
on a h e r b a r i u m s h e e t (416 mm x 252 mm). Turn 
l eaves and f lowers round so t h e i r shape i s c l e a r . 
I t i s s o m e t i m e s u s e f u l t o g l u e a s t r i p of 
c a r d b o a r d on t h e s h e e t t o h o l d m a t e r i a l on. 
P l a n t s l i k e s e d g e s t h a t have t o be ben t and a r e 
e l a s t i c can s o m e t i m e s be h e l d on by a ' p i e c e of 
c a r d b o a r d a t t h e p o i n t of b e n d i n g , t h e shape and 
s i ze of an envelope sealed and cut in half . 

Press the specimens between newspaper. Make a p i l e of 
the newspapers, with corrugated cardboard between 
to a l l o w a i r c i r c u l a t i o n . Put p r e s s u r e on the 
b u n d l e . The b e s t way i s to put r i g i d bu t open 
frames on top and bottom, and t i e the bundle very 
t i g h t l y . Keep t h e bund le in a warmish p l a c e , 
where t he re i s good c i r c u l a t i o n of a i r . 

When the m a t e r i a l i s dry, mount i t on herbarium shee ts 
w i t h w h i t e PVA g l u e . Do n o t u s e s e l l o t a p e . 
Herbarium shee t s can be purchased a t cos t from the 
Botany D e p a r t m e n t , U n i v e r s i t y of Otago or from 
B o t a n y D i v i s i o n , D .S . I .R . I f i t i s t o be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o e i t h e r h e r b a r i u m , t h e 
i n s t i t u t i o n w i l l normally give you the paper and 
l a b e l s . 

A t t a c h a l a b e l w i t h t h e above i n f o r m a t i o n a t t h e 
bottom r i g h t . 

P.N. Johnson & J . B . Wilson. 
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