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Plants named for our “two Lucies”. 
An occasional paper in the series “Plants named for ABS members” 

 

Maureen Young and Ewen Cameron 

 
Lucy Cranwell (1907–2000) (Cameron 2000, 

Thomson 2000), founder and patron of the Auckland 
Botanical Society, and her friend and botanising 

companion, Lucy Moore (1906–1987) (Beever 1987, 
Moore 1925–1987), were first called the “two Lucies” 

by Leonard Cockayne, and the name stuck.  The first 

name of these two redoubtable botanists was used in 
the naming of the grass, Festuca luciarum Connor 

(1998).  This grass, endemic to the East Coast 
region, honours both of the Lucies who were 

together on the remote Mt Maungapohatu in 1932 

(Fig. 1) where Lucy Cranwell collected the type 
specimen (AK 200090). 

 
   In the late twenties and the thirties the two young 

women were actively attempting to learn the whole 

New Zealand flora, encompassing algae, bryophytes 
and vascular plants.  As Lucy Moore (Morton 2000, 

p.356) was to write “we were jacks, or jills, of many 
trades”.  John Morton stated in his Lucy Cranwell 

Lecture (Morton 1995, p.1), “These were historic 
years when the “two Lucies” … were making their 

own first incursion into marine intertidal ecology at 

the Poor Knights.  …this was to be the first real 
insight into the zoning of our marine shores.”  Their 

seaweed studies on northern islands, the Waitakere 
coast and the Hauraki Gulf, together with Lucy 

Moore’s wartime work on obtaining agar from local 

seaweeds (as it was no longer available from Japan), 
resulted in the naming of four species of algae for 

the pair – two for each.  For Lucy Cranwell, two 
North Island marine algae, Codium cranwelliae 

Setch. (l940) and Gigartina cranwelliae Chapm. 

(1979); for Lucy Moore, two red seaweeds, Euptilota 
mooreana Lindauer (1949) (now Aristoptilon 
mooreanum) and Ptilonia mooreana Levring (1955).  
A moss found on the exposed coastal rock platforms 

of Rangitoto Island, and at other northern sites, was 

named Tortella mooreae Sainsbury (1955), but is 
now considered to be synonymous with the 

Australian T. cirrhata Broth.   
 

   Lucy Cranwell was the inaugural curator of botany 

at the Auckland War Memorial Museum, 1929–1944.  
She was involved in the Hawaiian Bog Survey in 

1938 and, after her marriage during the war to an 
American army captain (later major), Lucy Cranwell 

left New Zealand in February 1944, and carried on 

her interest in palynology, the study of fossilised 
pollen, in Tucson, Arizona.  Because of this it is not 

only plants from New Zealand, but three from Hawaii 
and several fossil plant taxa, which have been 

named in her honour. Living taxa include three 
Hawaiian dicots: Stenogyne cranwelliae Sherff (1939) 

(Lamiaceae), Peperomia cranwelliae Yunker (1949) 

(Piperaceae), and Fagara mauiensis var. cranwelliae 
Skottsb. (1944) (Rutaceae) (now included in 

Zanthoxylum kauaense); a crustose lichen known 
from its original gathering by Lucy in 1933 at 

Anawhata, west Auckland, and a few recent 

collections, Buellia cranwelliae Zahlbr. (1941); fossil 
taxa  include  a  pentoxylean  seed  collected  by 

Lucy in 1931 south of Auckland by the Waikato 
Heads, Carnocarnites  cranwelli  T.Harris;   and   four 
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Fig. 1. The “two Lucies” climbing Mt Maungapohatu 
in the Ureweras.   Photo: Norman Potts, Jan 1932, 
Auckland War Memorial Museum, PH-CNEG-
C45417. 

 

microfossils, Nothofagidites cranwelliae (Couper) 
Mildenhall & Pocknall (fossil Nothofagus pollen), 

Pseudowinterapollis cranwellae (Stover) Mildenhall 
(fossil    Winteraceae   pollen),    and   two   genera, 

 

Cranwellia Srivastava (a genus of fossil 

loranthaceous pollen) and Cranwellipollis Martin (a 
genus  of  fossil  proteaceous  pollen  grains). 

 
   Lucy Moore’s career was based in New Zealand, 

where she became one of the highest-ranking 

officers of the Botany Division of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research.  She worked with 

H.H. Allan on the Flora of New Zealand Vol. I (1961), 
and brought it to completion after his death.  For this 

she revised the genera Hebe and Myosotis.  The year 
she died, and many years after her death, she was 

honoured by the naming of a species in each of 

these genera: Leonohebe mooreae Heads (1987), 
which is confined largely to the west of the 

mountainous spine of the South Island; and Myosotis 
mooreana C.A.Lehnebach (2012).  This latter species 

is known from only six individuals in the Kahurangi 

National Park and therefore has a threat category of 
Nationally Critical (Lehnebach 2012). 

 
   In a taxonomic revision of the New Zealand 

Libertia by Blanchon et al. (2002), three new taxa 
were named after three of our female botanists who 

had worked on monocotyledons.  Thus we have 

Libertia cranwelliae Blanchon, B.G.Murray & Braggins 
honouring Lucy Cranwell for her expertise in 

monocotyledon pollen, and L. edgariae Blanchon, 
B.G.Murray & Braggins and L. mooreae Blanchon, 

B.G.Murray & Braggins celebrating Elizabeth Edgar 

and Lucy Moore for their work on the three volumes 
of the Flora of New Zealand concerned with 

monocotyledons (Volumes II, III, and V). 
      

   The naming of 19 taxa to honour these two 

founding members of the Auckland Botanical Society 
is indicative of the high regard in which they were, 

and still are, held in the botanical world. 
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