
D i s t r i b u t i o n Records and Othe r Observa t ions 

on Some Canterbury P l a n t s 

Col in Burrows 

D i s t r i b u t i o n s of some Canterbury p l a n t s a r e recorded for t h e 

Lake C o l e r i d g e , W h i t e c l i f f s , and Upper Hurunui d i s t r i c t s . 

Specimens a r e housed i n t he herbar ium of t he Botany Department, 

U n i v e r s i t y of Canterbury. 

Lake Co le r idge 

Near t h e Lake C o l e r i d g e Power S t a t i o n o c c u r i s o l a t e d 

p o p u l a t i o n s of some s p e c i e s which a r e commoner e l s e w h e r e i n 

Can te rbury . 

F u c h s i a p e r s c a n d e n s . In a deep g u l l y on t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e 

Rakaia River about 1.8 km west of t h e Power S t a t i o n (S74/012783). 

In t h i s l o c a l i t y p l a n t s must w i t h s t a n d f i r e , g r a z i n g , and f r o s t . 

The s i t e i n t he g u l l y bottom has good a i r - d r a i n a g e , i s p r o t e c t e d 

by shrubs , and i s on s tony ground. 

Hebe t r a v e r s i i x H. salicifolia h y b r i d s . A f i n e h y b r i d swarm 

b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o s p e c i e s , w i t h v a r i o u s c o m b i n a t i o n s of 

c h a r a c t e r s , i s p r e s e n t i n t h e same g u l l y (S74/012783) • Some 

p l a n t s , i n l a t e summer 1984, had s p r a y s of f l o w e r s d e l i c a t e l y 

l i l a c - t i n t e d . 

Linum monogynum. On a g reywacke c l i f f f a c i n g t h e Raka ia R ive r 

a b o u t 2.8 km w e s t of t h e Power S t a t i o n (S74 /000785) . The c l i f f 

i s b e i n g b l a s t e d fo r b o u l d e r s t o u s e i n r i v e r - c o n t r o l work so t h e 

few p l a n t s p r e s e n t w i l l not su rv ive for long. They grow wi th 
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P o l y s t i c h u m r i c h a r d i i and Blechnum c h a m b e r s i i . L. monogynum 

grows at Rakaia and Waimakariri Gorges but t h i s i s the f a r t h e s t 

inland that I have seen i t in Canterbury. 

O l e a r i a c y m b i f o l i a . One p l a n t , on r o a d s i d e near the surge 

chambers a t the top of the Power Stat ion p i p e l i n e s (S74/030775). 

The p lant was probably e s t a b l i s h e d from wind-blown seed wi th in 

about the l a s t decade. The spec i e s occurs more abundantly near 

Red H i l l (southern Craigieburn Range) and in the Big Ben Range. 

Pelargonium inodorum. Specimens of t h i s spec ie s grew on each of 

a n e w l y - f o r m e d p a t h and r o a d - b a n k near Lake C o l e r i d g e 

(S74 /047794) , a f t e r the s i t e s were dug out , i n the 1970s . They 

f l o u r i s h e d for a y e a r , then d i s a p p e a r e d . I found i t a l s o on a 

newly burned beech f o r e s t s i t e near Flock H i l l Homes cead in the 

Waimakariri b a s i n . I t was very abundant t h e r e a year a f t e r the 

f i r e i n 1981 and a b s e n t i n 1983. Pelargonium seems t o be 

uncommonly s e e n . I t s behaviour i n the l o c a l i t i e s mentioned 

s u g g e s t s t h a t i t may have long-dormant seed from which p l a n t s 

spr ing up a f t e r d i s t u r b a n c e , on ly t o d i e away w i t h i n one or two 

years . 

Pelargonium may not be t ru ly indigenous to New Zealand. I t 

may have emigra ted from A u s t r a l i a during the e a r l y days of 

se t t l ement . 

Cente l la un i f lora . A small population of t h i s spec ie s grows on 

the bank of a s m a l l lagoon b e s i d e Lake C o l e r i d g e (S74 /048792) . 

I t probably occurs near some of the tarns in the d i s t r i c t . 
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Whitecliffs 

The long, sharp-crested line of the Harper Hills is marked 

by basalt outcrops with remnants of shrubby native vegetation 

which are being depleted by burning to clear gorse and the 

subsequent herbicide spraying from the air and grazing. 

Chenopodium allanii. Among scrub and broken rock on the summit 

of the Harper Hills (874/356603). The shrubs include Helochrysum 

glomeratum, Corokia cotoneaster and Coprosma rigida • 

Fuchsia perscandens. Same locality and habitat. 

Gingidia geniculata. Same locality and habitat* 

Urtica ferox. Same locality and habitat. This is the farthest 

inland that I have seen the species in Canterbury. The 

relatively fertile volcanic rocks and relatively warm habitat on 

a north exposure, (at about 425 rn altitude), may account for this 

isolated occurrence. 

Sophora prostrata. Further south east along the Harper Hills 

ridge occur populations of the prostrate kowhai, on basalt cliffs 

and outcrops (S74/369614). 

Microlaena polynoda. Same locality and habitat. 

Pelargonium inodorum. On loessic soil on the north slope of the 

Harper Hills in a site bull-dozed for a fire-break (S74/370615). 

This supports the previous observations about an association with 

disturbance. 

An interesting walk near Whitecliffs can be made down the 

gorge of the Selwyn R. starting near Dalethorpe and emerging near-

Flagpole. The bush and scrub has been burnt-over and is scrappy, 

but the travel is pleasant on grassy flats in the valley with its 
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n a r r o w s t r e t c h e s wh ich open o u t i n p l a c e s . Abundant g o r s e i n 

t h e l o w e r g o r g e can be a v o i d e d on c a t t l e t r a i l s . The mos t 

i m p o r t a n t b o t a n i c a l f ind , a t t h e Dale thorpe end (S74/294721) was 

Notospar t ium toru losum, i n sc rub on the n o r t h bank of t he r i v e r . 

I found s p e c i m e n s of t h e s p e c i e s a t Hood's Bush i n 1977 and 

Andrew P u r d i e n o t e d i t s o c c u r r e n c e t h e r e i n J o u r n a l 10, 1977. 

A c c o r d i n g t o Andrew t h e s p e c i e s i s p r e s e n t , b u t n e v e r a b u n d a n t 

th roughout t h e Malvern H i l l s . 

Hurunui 

In t he upper n o r t h branch of t he Hurunui River near Harper ' s 

Pas s t h e f o r e s t c o v e r i s a t t r a c t i v e t a l l r e d , s i l v e r , and 

mountain beech, w i th some openings in t h e main v a l l e y and a long 

t h e t r i b u t a r y s t r e a m s . Some s p e c i e s r a r e i n C a n t e r b u r y o c c u r 

t h e r e : 

Podocarpus a c u t i f o l i u s . This shrubby s p e c i e s , looking r a t h e r l i k e 

Cya thodes j u n i p e r i n a i n l e a f form, i s p r e s e n t i n o p e n i n g s n e a r 

No. 3 hu t (S52/432574). Br ian Molloy (pe r s , comm.) a l s o found i t 

n e a r t h e S i s t e r s S t r e a m , be low Lake Sumner. I have n o t s e e n i t 

i n t h e uppe r Taramakau V a l l e y on t h e W e s t l a n d s i d e , b u t I found 

specimens t h i s summer i n scrubby bush a t t h e O t i r a township . 

O l e a r i a c o l e n s o i . Leatherwood i s commoner in the Upper Hurunui 

n e a r H a r p e r s P a s s t h a n i n a n y o t h e r C a n t e r b u r y l o c a l i t y . 

P r e v i o u s J o u r n a l s h a v e r e c o r d s of i t f rom t h e W h i t e R. 

(Waimakar i r i ) , Upper Wi lbe r fo rce R., Reischek R. (Rakaia Va l l ey ) , 

and uppe r Have lock R. ( R a n g i t a t a V a l l e y ) . The l a t t e r l o c a l i t y 

was d i scovered by Hugh Wilson and David Given. 
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Olearia c a p i l l a r i s This d ivar ica te spec i e s , found some time 

ago by Pe ter Wardle i n the Thompson River ( P o u l t e r V a l l e y ) , i s 

common on Harpers Pass. Furthermore i t hybridizes f r e e l y there 

w i t h O. i l i c i f o l i a and 0. a r b o r e s c e n s . A wide range of l e a f 

forms i s present . 




