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TOTTY'S BUSH - A SOCIETY PROJECT 

Neil O'Brien 

On Mr. Alan Totty's property at Staveley, which was visited by the 

Society's members attending the Summer Camp in 1982, lies a small area 

of regenerating native forest. As Mr. Totty had only fenced off this 

piece of bush, to exclude his grazing stock, eight months before, it was 

thought that this would be a good opportunity to monitor any changes in 

the vegetation that might take place. 

A few weeks later, at the end of February, 1982, a small but keen 

group descended upon this tiny remnant of bush, recording species, 

counting and measuring trees, surveying and mapping, and photographing 

the area. Philippa Horn, Max Visch and their helpers, measured and 

listed species: Norman Sutherland and Chainman Ross Lake surveyed the 

boundaries, and Norman later drafted a plan complete with map references. 

The outcome of all this activity is that we can now say that on Mr. 

Totty's farm, 'Beechwood' on the Winterslow Road near Staveley lies a 

small but irregularly shaped piece of native bush, 0.28ha in area within 

which flourish no less than 65 species of native and adventive plants. 

It is surprising how many trees (plants with trunk diameter of 10cm 

or more at breast height) there are in such a small space. 

33 Nothofagus solandri var. cliffortioides 

5 Carpodetus serratus 

5 Griselina littoralis 

3 Pseudopanax crassifolius 

2 Fuchsia excorticata 

2 Elaeocarpus hookerianus 

A more complete set of records of this project is held in the 

Society's files and it is hoped that we can record any changes that occur 

in the vegetation at least every five years. 

CHECK-LIST 

Ferns: 

Asplenium (sporlings) B. fluviatile 

Blechnum chambersii B. sp. (cf. 'latifolia') 

B. discolor B. penna-marina 



Ferns (Continued): 

Botrychium australe 

Hypolepis millefolium 

Polystichum vestitum 

Acer pseudoplatanus 

Aristotelia serrata 

Carpodetus serratus 

Clematis sp. 

Coprosma sp. (aff^ parviflora) 

C. sp. 

C. sp. 

Crataegus sp. 

Cystisus scoparius 

Elaeocarpus hookerianus 

Fuchsia excorticata 

Griselinia littoralis 

Hoheria glabrata 

Grasses and Herbs: 

Acaena anserinifolia 

Agrostis tenuis 

Anthoxanthum odoratum 

Cardamine sp. 

Cerastium sp. 

C. holosteoides 

Cirsium arvense 

C. vulgare 

Crepis capillaris 

Cynosurus cristatus 

Dactylis glomerata 

Epilobium sp. 

Festuca rubra 

Fragaria vesca 

Gnaphalium sp. 

Hieracium lachenallii 

Helichrysum filicaule 

Holcus lanatus 

Myrsine divaricata 

Neomyrtus pedunculata 

Nothofagus solandri var. 
cliffortioides 

Olearia spp. 

Parsonsia heterophylla 

Pseudopanax crassifolius 

Pseudowintera colorata 

Ribes nigrum 

Rosa rubiginosa 

Rubus cissoides 

R. schmidelioides 

Ulex europaeus 

Hordeum murinum 

Hydroctyle moschata 

Lolium perenne 

Nertera depressa 

Rytidosperma sp. 

Prunella vulgaris 

Ranunculus hirtus 

Rumex acetosella 

R. obtusifolius 

Sagina procumbens 

Senecio jacobaea 

S. wairauensis 

Stellaria media 

Taraxacum officinale 

Trifolium pratense 

T. repens 

Veronica serpyllifolia 
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