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In Korth Auckland there are 1600 square miles of woll«drainod easy rol l ing 
land underlain "by sodlmentary rooks? of t h i s HOO square miies i a podzolized 
(860 sq.milos strongly, 23O sq.milos weakly) fwhile much of tho remainder was 
dominated by coastal forest* This evidence alone suggests that when man oamo 
to New Zealand i t was tlie kauri-podocarp species which wero the aggressive ones. 
The power they possessed of depressing the f e r t i l i t y Of the soi l below tho lovel 
a t which the broad-leaved t r e e s are vigorous competitors offset the l a t t e r * s 
advantage in possessing shade-tolerant juvenile forms. 

JB3M0WD ATKINSON; ARTIST AND BOTANIST, 

Esmond Atkinson ?/ill long be remembered by those who knew him and h i s work 
as one who loved the sconory of h i s country,and sought to preserve for us some 
glimpses of i t s beauties as ho saw them through tho eyes of an a r t i s t * 
Botanists too wi l l continue to value the fa i thful drawings he made of plants of 
special intorost,combining t ru th of de ta i l with appreciation of form, 

All wil l welcome tho t r i bu t e to h i s memory edited by John L.Moore and 
reproduced in excellent style by A.H. and A.W.Rood, Tho book contains oxtracts 
from Atkinson's l e t t e r s and reviews, 16 p la tos in colour, 15 in half-tono,and 
6 botanical drawings. Those who know tho scenes ho depicted will bo gladdened 
by tho quiet ly appealing charm of "Waimakariri River", "Lake Taupo","Oora Lynn", 
"Lake Brunner" and many another from the painter*s gi f ted brasil, 

H.H.A, 

THS GARDENING OIRCLB. 

A real insp i ra t ion for the coming year was given to gardening members who 
were fortunate enough to be present a t the Society 's lantern lec ture evening 
given by Mr. George Simpson of Dunedin on february 21st, 

Those glimpses of some of our South Island mountains were on trancing, wi th 
t he i r far flung r iotous acres of natural flower garden, Oolmisias, - miles of 
them; Ranunculus Lyal l i i and stone-loving Buchanani - two of the l o v e l i e s t , 
Veronicas or Parahebos,Ourisias and showy Aciphylla; beautiful carpets and 
cushions of Raoul i a , Hiyllachne, Drape tos , Pygmaea «• a l l of those p lants and many 
Others raassod together in p laces , wero gardons indeed. Perhaps as we learn to 
understand tho needs of our beautiful and unique mountain plants , they too may 
have a place in the homo gardens of tho i r own country and cause much astonish
ment and del ight . That i t i s possible to grow many of these mountain plants 
on the lowlands,with care and the right conditions.has alroady been proved by 
gardoning bo tan i s t s , such as Dr. Cockayne,Mr, Scott-Thomson,Mr,Brockie and Mr, 
Simpson himself, 

Many Oolmisias wo know can be grown on the lowlands,and Mr,Simpson told 
us that Ranunculus Lya l l i i could bo successfully grown even in hot dry country, 
with broken stone placod on tho surface to prevent the sun drying the roo ts . 

We are very grateful to these botanical enthusias ts for tho pr iv i lege of 
seeing these r ea l ly magnificont s l ides , together with much useful information 
regarding t h e i r growth and the general s ta to of tho high country,especial ly whon 
we rea l i se tho d i f f i cu l t i e s under which these pic tures are taken, 

We have much fresh sood available jus t now -Oolmisias,Xoronoma,Libertia, 
Meryta S i n c l a i r i i , Leucopogon Frase r i , Brachycome Thorn so n i , 01 ornatis a fo l ia ta ,and 
indiv isa , GhordoSpartium Stevensonii,Microtis uniflora,Gastrodia Cunninghamii -
to mention j u s t a few. 

Mrs.W.W,Samson. 




