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In North Auckland there are 1600 squorc milos of woll-drainud oasy rolling
land underlain by godimontary rocks; of this 1100 squarc miles is podzolizod
(860 sq.milcs strongly,230 sq.milcs woakly),whilo much of the romoinder was
dominated by coastal forcst., This evidunce alone suggests that whon man como
to Now Zooland it was the kauri-podocarp spccioes which wore the aggressive onos,
The powor thoy posscssed of dopressing the fortility of the soll bolow the level
at which the broad-leaved trocs are vigorous compotitors offsect the latter!s
advantoge in posscssing shode-tolerant juvenilce forms,
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ESMOND ATKINSON: ARTIST AND BOTANIST,

Esmond Atkinson will long be ramcmbered by those who knew him and his work
as onc vho loved the sceonoxy of his country,ond sought to preserve for usg some
glimpscs of its beauties as he saw them through the oyos of an artist.
Botanists too will continuo to value the faithful drawings he made of plants of
speelal intorost,combining truth of dotail with approciation of form,

A1l will welecome the tribute to his memory cdited by John L,Moora and
reproduced in cxcellent style by AH, and A.W.Rood, The book contains oxtracts
from Atkinson's lotters and reviews, 16 platos in colour, 15 in half-tonc,and
6 botanical drowings, Thosc who know the scencs he depicted will be gladdencd
by the quictly appcaling charmm of "Woimakariri River", "Leke Taupo!,'"Qora Lynn",
"Lake Brunner! and many another from the painter's giftod brush,

H.H.A.
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THE GARDENING CIRCLE,

A roal inspirétion for the coming yoar was given to gardening members who
were fortunate enough to be present at the Society's lantern lecture cvoning
given by Mr,George Simpson of Dunedin on February 2lst.

These glimpses of some of our South Islend mountains were cnirancing,with
their far flung riotous acres of natursl flower garden, Oelmisiag, - miles of
them; Ramunculus Lyallii and stone~loving Buchanani - two of tho loveliest,
Veronicas or Parghgbos,Ourisias and showy Aciphyllas = boautiful carpcts and
cushiona of Raoulia,Phyllachne,Drapetes,Pygmaca - all of thosc plants and meny
othors massod together in places, were gardens indeed. Perhaps as we locarn to
understond tho nceds of our beautiful and unique mountain plants,they too may
havo @ place in thoe home gardens of thoir own country and causc much astonighe
ment ond delight. That it is possiblc to grow many of those mountain plants
on tho lowlands,with care and the right conditions,has alrcady been proved by
gardoning botanists,such as Dr, Cockayne,Mr, Scot t-Thomson ,Mr, Brockic and Mr,
Simpson himself,

Many Colmisias wo know can bgs grown on the lowlands,and Mr,Simpson told
us that Ranunculus Lyallii could de succosgsfully grown cven in hot dry country,
with brokon stonc placed on the surface to prevent the sun drying tho roots.

We arc very grateful to thesc botanical enthusiasts for tho privilege of
scalng those really magnificont slides,together with much useful infommation
regarding their growth and the general state of the high country,cspecially whon
wo recalisce the difficultios under which thosc picturcs are taken,

We have much fresh sced available just now ~Celmisias,Xoronome,Libertia,
Meryta Sinclairii,Loeucopogon Frasori,Brachycome Thomsoni,Clematis afoliata,and
indivisa, Chordospartium Stevensonii,Microtis uniflora,Gastrodia Cunninghamii -
to montion just o fow.

Mrs. W, ¥,.Samson.





