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clean camp* and return to record another day of pure del ight , to s i t by the 
roaring f i r e and reca l l what each had seen and thought. The next day gloomed 
as v/e approached Wellington, and at the s ta t ion a shower of ha i l greeted me, 

H^H.Allan. 
(Taumingi i s Cyathodes acerosa; kohuCJhti i s Pit tosporum tOnuifol jum* 

ro ro ro is Olea montana. Corysanthes t r i l o b a displayed"at the June meeting was 
labe l led Oj oblonga in e r ro r . ) 

PLANT COLLEQTING DO'S MD, DONT* S. 

We are a l l proud of our Nev/ Zealand Vegetation for the many beauties i t 
presents in single species df outstanding appearance and in a plant cover of great 
beauty for a l l par t s of the country. Wo are proud,too, that so many New Zealand 
p lan ts are true New Zealanders»found nowhere else0 Three quarters of our f lora 
i s endemic. The great va r i ab i l i t y of many species , . the common occurrence of 
' j uven i l e ' forms and widespread natural hybrids are features of especial 
in te res t ,poss ib ly re la ted to the high percentage of endemics. Certainly we 
have a f lo ra worth knowingj and one to stimulate our botanical s tudies . 

One good way to get to know our plants i s to grow them. By watching 
them arid earing for them in a garden we may find out quite a lo t from them; 
but We* must remember that the best place to study p lants i s in the i r own 
environment. We Can hope to unravel some of the itfoblems of bur native plants 
only by studying native vegetation, where many p lants grow together in a 
de l ica te ly balanced community. Collecting for gardens therefore» must be done 
with the utmost caution. We must be v ig i l an t to maintain what l i t t l e natural 
vegetation i s l e f t . We want to study i t as i t i s , ourselves, and those who 
come a f te r us wil l cer ta in ly also want to see i t . 

In order to preserve the bush that we know the following rules should 
be noted: -

Collect no plant unless you are sure that you can grow i t . Take 
nothing that has a chance of succeeding where i t i s . 

Take nothing that can be got from another garden or nursery. Best 
of a l l , r a i s e your own p lan ts from seed or cut t ings . 

If you do col lect in the bush take only very small plants ,and 
immediately they are pulled up t i e some moss or damp leaves firmly round the 
roots . Look especial ly along the t rack or roadside, The slashing and tramping 
that keeps the track clear opens a space of bare so i l to the l i g h t and here 
many seedlings come up. Those may not mature if the track i s kept open,so 
they may as well be removed to a garden. Similarly,on the roadside where 
cut t ings and drains are regularly cleaned many seedlings are found and may be 
rescued before tho roadman ge t s them. A few yards of road i s a more f e r t i l e 
ground for seedlings than a mile of dense bush. Along a river-bank a l so , 
many seedlings wi l l be found on the bush borders which are swept clean by floods. 

Small plants from one to six inches high are the only ones worth taking, 
Larger p lan ts will probably f a i l and should be l e f t whore they are . I t i s a 
dismal sight to see folk despoiling the bush of p lan ts which would have grown 
well if l e f t in t he i r proper place and which wi l l l i k e l y die in a foreign 
garden. Too often,people who s t a r t with enthusiasm for the nat ive vegetation 
get co l l ec to r s ' mania and become dangerous enemies of that which they pretend 
to love. Before you col lec t anything in the bush hold your trowel and consider 
if i t i s r ea l ly legi t imate to take tho find home. 

Greta B8Cone. 

MEETING PILULARIS NOVAE-ZEALANDIAE. 

Travel lers ' Valley must have been well-known in the e igh t ies when i t 
l ay on the main land route from Nelson and Marlborough to Canterbury. Today 
the c a t t l e man does some mustering thereabouts, a deer cul ler looks the place 
over perhaps overy couple of years, and an occasional tramper trudges through. 
Only very rare ly does a botanist get to th i s remote corner where W.T.L.Travers 
long ago did tho pioneer co l lec t ing . 

An almost imperceptible watershed separates the upper Wairau River a 
l i t t l e above i t s gorge,from the se r ies of tarns that lead to Travel lers ' Valley, 




