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UNUSUAL HOSTS POR MISTLETOE, 

Several gardeners have had success in establishing mistletoe on trees 
•in t he i r gar dens, ma inly on indigenous species. Some of the se-parasi tes are 
rather prone to es tab l i sh themselves* without man* s ass is tance on exotic t r ees . 
The small-flowered mist letoe (Loranthus micron thus)' l s recorded on pears and 
plum t rees "in great abundance" a t the southern end of Lake Taupo. I t may be 
scon also in some valleys in tho Nelson d i s t r i c t on sweetbrier. This d i s t r i c t 
would appear to offer special opportunit ies ,for Cheeseman records the korukoru 
(Elytranthe colensoi) on "pears,plums,and on Robinia pseudacacia" a t Motueka. 
Mr.C,M.Siaith draws a t ten t ion to tho presence of t h i s species on the alder 
(Alnus glut inosa) and oak (Quercus ,robur) a t the Marsden 3st a t e , Stoke. Druids 
please taku note, for "The Druidao'1 "(for so they cal l t he i r Divinours,*7ise Men, 
and the s t a to of the i r Olergye) esteemenothing in the world more sacred than 
mis t le toe , and the t ree whereon i t broedeth so i t be on the oke". 

Have our members any- further records? 

K.H.Allan. 

WHAT GROEJS IN A PITCH? 

Between Lakes Papaitonga (Buller) and Horowhenua, whore once thick 
forest held away,now small dairy farms occupy tbe land. A deep drain passing 
through four of these farms on i t s way to Lake Horowhenua i s cleaned out 
regularly each August along par t of i t s length, and some of the outside 
clay face i s s l iced off. At th i s time we can col lect more than wc need of 
young ferns ,especia l ly from the east bank where there i s l i t t l e d i rec t sun, 
and that only from the west* This year for instance,we col lected tho 
following specio a,fron sporlings to eight inches high: Polystichum r ichard i , 
Dryopteris pennigera, D,glabella,Blechnum fluviatile tB.caponso,Polystichum 
vestituir^Athyrium umbrosum, Loptolopia novae* zealandiao, and, mo st surprising 
of a l l , Doodia media with sori on the fronds. This l a s t wc had found before 
in only ono place, in bush at Ohau, miies from our d i t ch . Would the spores 
l i e in the soi l here from the days of the fore st , ready to germinate when they 
are brought nearer to the l i gh t by tho s l ic ing off of the outer soil? Nearly 
every year there io something new,but t h i s year there was no P te r i s macilenta, 
a species we have always had before. The small-leaved twining 3\ich3ia. 
Melicytusi ramiflorus,Pittosporum eugenioides,and Fuchsia, excort icata may top 
the bank. In a nearby pa r t of the came d i tch that i s not cleaned very often 
there are Cyathea dealbata, Dicksonia squarrosa, a few only,young p lan t s , 
nice patches of tho small-leafed climbing 3Tuchsia7Molicytus ramiflorus, % 
IRiohlenbeckla comploxa.Haloragis sp..Asplenium flaccidum, three species of 
Hlechnum. P te r i s tremula and P. macilenta var . ,and some Polystichums. 

S.C.Parsons, Woraroa, 3.1.45. 
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