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A TABANAKI GAKDSN. 

(in response to a request from the Garden Circle,Mr.H.C-.Maxwell has 
sent th i s descr ipt ion,necessar i ly br ief ,of h is garden near Opunake. 
He s ta tes "I am very eager to exchange plants and have a considerable 
number of hand for th is purpose11. In an alphabetical l i s t of the 
320 specieis he has growing he marks nearly .200 as available for 
exchange. In return he seeks those arborescent species he s t i l l 
lacks,and the l e s s common Coprosmas in pa r t i cu l a r . ) 

In the f i r s t case I have several acres of plantat ions for timber purposes, 
including Pinus radia ta , Cupressus macrocarpa, and various Eucalypts. 

With the provision of shel ter from winds these do remarkably well here , the 
pines making an average ve r t i ca l growth of approximately 6 f t . per annum for the 
f i r s t o to 10 years, the eucalypts (fast igata,obiiqua,regnans, sal.igna.botryoides, 
b lack3landi i , e tc , ) as much as 10 f t , per annum for tho f i r s t few years, 

There i s a driveway several chains long on one side of which i s a be l t 
devoted to na t ives , tho e a r l i e s t plantings being over 30 years o ld . I t contains 
about 300 different species,and i s noi/ beginning to assume tho appearance of 
natural bush,except for the absence of t a l l t r e e s , and the inclusion of such a 
la rge nuiaber of species, All planted here are thriving splendidly, though filmy 
ferns and others requiring moisture-laden atmosphere are not included, Perns 
such as Gleichenia f labellata,Todea barbara,Adiantum fonnosum,LpX3oma cunninghamii, 
a l l the t ree ferns,and many of tho Aspleniums are growing most luxur iant ly . 

Reproduction by seed of many species i s taking place on a largo scale , 
notably Litsaea calicaris,Dodonea v i scosa , | h t e l ea arborescens,Hoheria populnea. 
Corynocarpus laevigata tGeniostoma l igus t r i fo l ium, Melicope ternata,kfyrtus Balphil , 
various Pi t tosporum, 01oarias tMel icy tus , Qoprosmas^rpthopanax, Pseudopanax, e t c , 

Of o p t i c s thex-o are some fino largo specimens of Biver* s copper beech,oaks, 
and magnolias (grandiflora,CampbellIi (not yet flowering) conspicua (true,pure 
white and very f i ne ) , parylfl o ra , s t e l l a t a , obovata, discola, e t c . ; . (Those fl ov/er 
splendidly and are a beautiful s ight . Hhododondrons and azaleas (including 
moll is typo) do well , and v/hen soon in flower in associat ion with copper beech, 
coloured acers,prunus e tc . are rea l ly g lor ious . 

Most of the Liliums do well and multiply f ree ly , Australian nat ives, including 
many of the acacias and prostranthoraa,grow probably much fas t e r than they do in 
t h e i r nat ive hab i t a t . 

Amongst the bamboos,the giant gvasn grows up to 50 feet high and 3 inches in 
diameter , this growth occupying about 10 wee3:s. A black-stemmed bamboo which 
flowered a good many years ago and as a resu l t nearly died out i s slowly 
ro-e st abl 1 shing. 

Amongst creepers and climbers pride of place goes to an unusually l a rge 
Wisteria multijufia, very f lor i ferous ,with racemes 3 f t . and more in length. 
Solanum wondlandiii covering one wall of a shed i s also a f ine sight when in 
flower. 

Conspicuous among t r e e s in ful l bloom in July are Acacia decurrens var, 
normalis , large t rees ,colour very rich,and qui te one pf the f ines t wat t les , and 
Prunus both single white and double pink a mass of flowers. 
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EHE VBRQNIOA - LIKE SP3CIBS 01 USW ZBALAND. 

Under th i s t i t l e in tho Eecords of the Dominion Museum (vol,1,pages 228-231, 
October 1944) Dr, Oliver provides tho new generic name PABAHrara for tho New 
Zealand species previously referred ( in Cheeseman*s Manual for instance) to tho 
divis ion Bavoronica, The type species of tho aew genus i s Parahebe catarractao t 
and tho 14 other species a t t r ibu ted to th i s genus ore l i s t e d (o,g. P. bidwil l i i'," 
P, hookeriana, P . l y a l l i i ) . Hooker's genus PYGMAEA i s revived for the three small 
species with 5 or 6 lobed co ro l I a , i , e ,P , c i l i o l a t a .P^pu lv ina r i3 and P,thomsoni. 




