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w o r k i n g g a r d e n i n g g r o u p . I would be w i l l i n g t o t a k e an 
a c t i v e p a r t i n t h i s s e c t i o n of t h e S o c i e t y were i t t o 
m a t e r i a l i z e . . 

Mrs W.W.Samson, 5 4 , Dundas St., S e a t o u n . 
(Members a r e i n v i t e d t o s e n d comments o r t o communicate 
d i r e c t l y w i t h Mrs S a m s o n ) 

VISIT TO BUCHANANS BUSH. 6:6:42. 

I n t h e d e p t h s of w i n t e r , s i x a r d e n t members o f t h e 
S o c i e t y p a i d a v i s i t to a Mr B u c h a n a n ' s b u s h : a t Haywards 

A s we wa lked t h r o u g h t h e sunny v a l l e y , we were t h r i l l e d 
t o p i c k o u t some e a r l y s c a r l e t r a t a i n bloom. ; J u s t nea rby 
was a p a t c h of swamp which formed an e x c e l l e n t h a b i t a t f o r :1 

a s t a n d of p a l e - b a r k e d p u k a t e a s , ( L a u r e l i a n o v a e - z e a l a n d i a e ) 
Te c o l l e c t e d some of t h e i r f e a t h e r y s e e d s w i t h t h e i d e a 

' of a t t e m p t i n g t o grow them 
T y p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t grew a l l a l o n g t h e s i d e s of t h e 

s t r e a m we f o l l o w e d a s f a r as t h e w a t e r f a l l . One o f t h e 
commonest s h r u b s a l o n g t h e p a t h was Melicope" s i m p l e x , w h i l e 
i t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h e d r o o p i n g h a l f - w i t h e r e d 

appearance of the rata Metrosideros . colensoi, as compared 
w i t h i t s f r e s h e r and more e r e c t r e l a t i o n , M..hypericifolia. 

An unusua l " s i g h t was t h a t of a strong plant of Hebe 
salicifolia growing as an epiphyte on a tree-fern* 

I t was damp u n d e r f o o t , and mosses, l i v e r w o r t s and fungi ' 
were abundan t , a s much bf t h e J e w ' s e a r fungus was c o l l e c t e d 
ed a s p o s s i b l e , so t h a t i t c o u l d be t r i e d ou t as a d e l i c a c y 
i n soup (Found t o be h a r m l e s s and a l m o s t t a s t e l e s s , --Ed ) 

One of the ' most a t t r a c t i v e l i c h e n s was P e l t i g e r a d o l i c h o -
r h i z a . g r e y i n c o l o u r w i t h b l a c k - f i n g e r - n a i l - l i k e f e r t i l e 

heads. 
J . H i l l a r y . 

A second and enlarged and illustrated version of Mrs 
H u t c h c h i n s o n ' ' s Pamphlet on "Pland dyeing" is now avai lable . 

b o o k l e t by "London Pride" deals also with home dyeing with 
plant materials, and an article in the September number of the 

Journal of Agriculture offers advice on the same topic. 
Many would be dyers are not able to collect their own plant materials. 

Would any members offer to make bulk collections of such things as Coprosma 
twigs or lichens (Certain species of each only) 

for distribution to deserving cases? 


