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A. LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

I would l i k e to suggest t h a t we form a growing or 
gardening c i r c l e , to operate through the B u l l e t i n . Count 
members or members who have gardens and y e t are unable to 
a t t end meetings may be kept i n p r a c t i c a l touch in t h i s wa; 
Help could be given on how to grow some of our na t ive her' 
aceous p l a n t s , e spec ia l ly Celmisias and the daisy family 
genera l ly . Cheeseman, i n . t h e Manual of the New Z e a l a n d . 
F lo ra w r i t e s "The genus Celmisia which i s ' confined to Kew 

Zealand with the exception of one species , forms one of the 
chief ornaments of the montage and a lp ine f l o r a of the 
Dominion, where the mountain s lopes and va l l eys are often 
whitened fo r mi les from the abundance gf t h e i r large daisys 
l i k e flowers ' ' That t h e s e . d a i s i e s are worth growing i s in 
d i sputab le ' and t h a t they are. e a s i e r to grow than has gene]I 
a l l y been thought can be proved* C. major and C. lindsay 

I f ind grow qui te read i ly from seed i n out-door boxes or 
indoors i n pots before a window in l i e u of a glass-house,, 

Mr Hope Gibbons . successful ly grows C. co r i acea i n pots 
i n h i s g lasshouse , from seed from a plant~"established in 
h i s garden* Mr Simpson of Dunedin.,, another member of our 
Society and famous f o r h i s growing of herbaceous p l an t s 3 h 
has Celmisias coming up in .his. garden and lawns l i k e weeds 
Mr S t i r l i n g ^ I know could give most valuable information 
regarding the growing of Pachystegia i n s i g n i s . Mr. McKay charge of Otar i Open-air Native P lan t Museum I am sure 
would be glad to supply seed of C. mackaui and Pachystegia 

for distribution to members ' These plants flower 
at 
a t O t a r i , the dead flower heads being cut off i n dozens. 

Many Celmisias increase by means of underground root.forming 
l a r g e patches which can be separated Mr Beddie 3 

well-known for h i s growing of Celmisias. i n pots and in the 
garden and Mr Duncan of Linden had a p lan t of C.major which 
bore up to 50 blooms. As cut f lowers t h e s e - l a s t i n water 

for" a fortnight' or over Mrs Martin had C. mackaui seeding 
i n the garden a t Ngaio also. 

. Other n a t i v e ' herbaceous p l an t s expec ia l ly the forget 
me-nots (Myosotis), but tercups (Ranunculus), and b luebel l s 
(Wahlenbergiae) are beautiful- and-many are eas i ly , grown, 
not f o r g e t t i n g some of our very in te res t ing: , grasses* . . 

" Surely i t would be good to have, an e n t h u s i a s t i c grov 
ing c i r c l e a t t ached to or as p a r t of our Society,, Many oi 
our more ac t ive members botanize a l l over the country and. 
could be persuaded to c o l l e c t seed fo r an ea rnes t and hard 
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w o r k i n g g a r d e n i n g g r o u p . I would be w i l l i n g t o t a k e an 
a c t i v e p a r t i n t h i s s e c t i o n of t h e S o c i e t y were i t t o 
m a t e r i a l i z e . . 

Mrs W.W.Samson, 5 4 , Dundas St., S e a t o u n . 
(Members a r e i n v i t e d t o s e n d comments o r t o communicate 
d i r e c t l y w i t h Mrs S a m s o n ) 

VISIT TO BUCHANANS BUSH. 6:6:42. 

I n t h e d e p t h s of w i n t e r , s i x a r d e n t members o f t h e 
S o c i e t y p a i d a v i s i t to a Mr B u c h a n a n ' s b u s h : a t Haywards 

A s we wa lked t h r o u g h t h e sunny v a l l e y , we were t h r i l l e d 
t o p i c k o u t some e a r l y s c a r l e t r a t a i n bloom. ; J u s t nea rby 
was a p a t c h of swamp which formed an e x c e l l e n t h a b i t a t f o r :1 

a s t a n d of p a l e - b a r k e d p u k a t e a s , ( L a u r e l i a n o v a e - z e a l a n d i a e ) 
Te c o l l e c t e d some of t h e i r f e a t h e r y s e e d s w i t h t h e i d e a 

' of a t t e m p t i n g t o grow them 
T y p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t grew a l l a l o n g t h e s i d e s of t h e 

s t r e a m we f o l l o w e d a s f a r as t h e w a t e r f a l l . One o f t h e 
commonest s h r u b s a l o n g t h e p a t h was Melicope" s i m p l e x , w h i l e 
i t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h e d r o o p i n g h a l f - w i t h e r e d 

appearance of the rata Metrosideros . colensoi, as compared 
w i t h i t s f r e s h e r and more e r e c t r e l a t i o n , M..hypericifolia. 

An unusua l " s i g h t was t h a t of a strong plant of Hebe 
salicifolia growing as an epiphyte on a tree-fern* 

I t was damp u n d e r f o o t , and mosses, l i v e r w o r t s and fungi ' 
were abundan t , a s much bf t h e J e w ' s e a r fungus was c o l l e c t e d 
ed a s p o s s i b l e , so t h a t i t c o u l d be t r i e d ou t as a d e l i c a c y 
i n soup (Found t o be h a r m l e s s and a l m o s t t a s t e l e s s , --Ed ) 

One of the ' most a t t r a c t i v e l i c h e n s was P e l t i g e r a d o l i c h o -
r h i z a . g r e y i n c o l o u r w i t h b l a c k - f i n g e r - n a i l - l i k e f e r t i l e 

heads. 
J . H i l l a r y . 

A second and enlarged and illustrated version of Mrs 
H u t c h c h i n s o n ' ' s Pamphlet on "Pland dyeing" is now avai lable . 

b o o k l e t by "London Pride" deals also with home dyeing with 
plant materials, and an article in the September number of the 

Journal of Agriculture offers advice on the same topic. 
Many would be dyers are not able to collect their own plant materials. 

Would any members offer to make bulk collections of such things as Coprosma 
twigs or lichens (Certain species of each only) 

for distribution to deserving cases? 


