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A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

I.would like to suggest that we form a growing or

gardefiing circle, to operate through the Bulletin. Count
members or members who have gardens and yet are unable to
attend*meetings may be kept in practical touch in this we:
Help could be given on how to grow some of our native her
aceous plants, especially Celmisias and the daisy family
generally. Chceseman, in the Manual of the New Zeagland .
Flora writes "The genus Celmisia which is confined to New
Zealand with the excedtior of one species; forms one of :tl
chief ornaments of the montare and alpine flora of the
Dominion, where the mountain slopes and valleys are often
whitened for miles from the abundance Qf thoir large dais:
like flowers." That thesc daisies are worth growing is iz
disputable and that they are easicr to grow than has gene:
ally been thought can b¢ proved. J.zackaul and G, lindsayi
I find grow gquite rcadily from seed in out~door boxes or
indoors in pots bcfore a window in licu of a glass-house.

JMr Hopc Gibbons successfully grows Jocoriacea in pot
in his glasshouse, from seed from a plant established in
his garden. Mr Simpson of Dunedin, another member of our
Scciety and famous for his growing of herbaceous plants,;h
has Celmisias coming up in his. garden and lawns like weeds
¥r Stiriing, I know could give most valuable informstion
regarding the growing of Pachystegia insignis. Nn i< ay,
in charge of Otari Open-air Native Plant Museum I am sure
would be glad %to°supply seed of C.mackaui and Pacnystegit
for,distribution to members. These plants flower profusel
at Otari, the dead flower heads being cut off in dozense

Many Celmisias increass by means of underground root
forming large Datches which can be separated. IMr Beddie 1
#ell-known for his growing of Celmisias in Dots and in the
garden and Mr Duncan of Linden-had a Plant of Ce.major whic
bore up to 50 blcoms. As cut flowers these.last in water
£0r°a fortnight or ove¥ry Mrs Martin had C.mackaui seeding
in the garden at Ngai® also,™ ~ - -

Other native herbaceous plants expecialiy the forget
me-note (Myosotis), buttercups (Ranunculus), and bluebelle
(Wahlenbergias) are b&autiful and many are easily grown,
not forgetting some of our very interesting.grasses.

“gurely it would be good to have an enthusiastic grov
ing circle attached to or as part of our Society., Many of

our more active members botanize all over the country and.
could be persuaded to collect seed for an earnest and harc







