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IN EXPLANATION 

T he Council has long heen considering publishing a 
Journal, preferably in collaboration with the Auckland 
Botanical Society, The project has found favour in both 

centres and difficulties that have arisen are mainly due to 
the uncertainties of the present times. So avoid disapointing 

members during the delay that seems inevitable it 
has been decided to issue as frequently as possible, notes 
of the present kind Contributions, preferably shorty are 

invited from all members and should be sent to the Secretary 
for consideration by the editorial Sub-comittee 

BARTON'S BUSH, TRENTHAM. 

by Dr.W.R.B.Oliver 

The interest of Barton's Bush, which the Society 
visited on June 7th lies in the fact that it is almost, if 
not quite, the last portion of Podocarp forest remaining on 
the floor of the valley of the Heretaunga or Hutt River. 
When Europeans first settled there in 1839 tall dense for 
est covered the entire flat ground of the river valley. It 
differed in composition from the forest of the surrounding -
hills, of which many areas are still in existence, with, for 
the most part, species of beech as the dominant trees. 

Ernest Dieffenbach, naturalist to the New Zealand 
Company, explored the Hutt Valley fci July and August, 1840. 
He says that the immigrants, having at that time determined 
to place the town of Wellington on the banks of the River 
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Hutt, he found many of the settlers busily occupied clearing 
the ground. How well this and their successors have succeeded 

in this work is evident to-day when even the fragment 
of the forest that now remains is by no means in the condition 

it was then 1840 Higher up the Valley, continues 
Dr. Dieffenbach, the alluvial land is covered with trees 

which the rimu and kahikatea pines are especially remarkable 
for their size. Other trees he noted as common in the valley 
were the pukatea and the rata. 

To-day 101 years after Dieffenbach's visit, the 
tall trees standing in Barton's Bush are a few kahikatea, 
matai, totara and rata. Numerous stumps of trees, however 
which appear to have been felled more than fifty years ago, 
show that the tall forest trees must have formed a continguous 

tier in Dieffenbach's time, Tlie principal tree now 
standing is the tawa, and associated with it are the titoki, 
mahoe, hinau, mapau (Suttonia australis), patete, pukatea, 
kowhai and kotukutuku, Epiphytes are not particularly 
abundant, but there are Collospermum hastatum, Earina mucronata, 

Cyclophorus serpens and Polypodium diversifolium. 
The parasite, Loranthus micranthus, was observed on Melicope simplex 

and Myrtus obcordata. Lianes are common 
enough, especially Tetrapathaea australis, Rubus schmidelioides 

and the supple-jack; also rather common is Metrosideros colensoi. 
The smaller trees are Myrtus obcordata? hange 

hange, tarata, ribbonwood, kaikomako, putaputaweta, Melicope simplex, 
kawakawa, and others. The tree ferns are 

Dicksonia fibrosa, D.sqarrosa, Cyathea dealbata, Erna Hemitelia smithii, 
The undergrowth is rather scant on" account 

of gracing cattle. In one part, however, there are a good 
many low ferns and herbaceous plants, and in another*a 
thick growth of scrubby Coprosmas, mainly C.rubra ana 
C. rotundifolia, with what appear tO be many hybrids between 
them. Thickets of Teucridium parvifolium flower profusely 
near the river. 
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