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scattered groups towards the naval depot. The first party had a long 
walk with little additional botany but a rough passage which finally 
caused our secretary a rather nasty fall. At the time of writing she has 
made a good recovery but it was very unpleasant and painful for her at 
the time. The other parties main discovery was the orchid Pterostylis 
trullifolia which was present as well as P. alobula which we had seen 
earlier.. • 

Our species list of natives 

Psilotum nudum Hymenophyllum sanguinolentum 
Asplenium lucidum Microsorum diversifolium 

fla c c i d u m Pellaea rotundifolia 
flabellifolium Pyrrosia serpens 

Cheilanthes sieberi 
distans 

MONOCOTYLEDONS 

Acianthus fornicatus var. sinclairii Collospermum hastatum 
reniformis Astelia sp. 

Earina autumnalis {on ground) . Stipa sp 
Pterostylis alobula 

trullifolia 

DICOTYLEDONS;. 

Cyathodes juniperina 
Dodonaea viscosa 
Drosera auriculata 
Muehlenbeckia complexa 
Myrsine australis Pomaderris. phlicifolia 
Sophora microphylla 

KIRKS BUSH AND CLEVEDON 

A very sunny day after some wintry weather was welcome 
and made the day a very pleasant outing. We stopped first at Papakura to 
look at Kirks Bush and the tiny reserve across the main road which used 
to be our Society's property. Some members present had planted trees 
there and were pleased to note their growth. Most notable both there and 
in Kirks Bush too were the very large karakas and taraires which must 
be as large as any found anywhere. These two trees with pukatea 
dominate the reserves and make the bush open and easy walking which is 
probably suitable for a city reserve. 

The afternoon was spent at Clevedon at the quarry 
reserve by the Scouts Den. Again the open nature of the bush made for 
straightforward walking but the slope made the exercise more vigorous 
and by no means everyone did a trip up both slopes. 
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Botanically the main items were the Pterostylis alobula 
and Acianthus fornicatus var sinclairii (now seeding and three or 
four trees at the edge of the creek which proved to be Plagianthus 
betulinus. 

As John Horsman found Yoania australis in Kirks Bush 
about nine years ago it seems possible that it could occur on the 
slopes at Clevedon Perhaps we might find it this December 

Mrs. B WORMALD 

On Saturday 20th. September our monthly outing was 
to the Muriwai Lakes To most of us this part of the area was new as 
on former trips we went further north. 

Alighting from our bus. we climbed up the side of the 
road and through rough scrub which had been slashed down into a pine 
forest Where the going was easy. Quite a few native plants were . 
regenerating under the pines Coprosma crassifolia p. rhamnoides and 
C. australis Macropiper excelsum (kawawa Brachyglottis repanda 
(rangiora) Geniostoma ligustrifolium Melicope ternata Podocarpus 
totara Carmichaelia australis and Phormium tenax Muehlenbeckia 
complexa draped itself over many low branches of the pines and we also 
found a few vines of Parsonsia heterophylla trying to establish 
themselves. A few ferns scattered under the trees were Asplenium lucidum 
and A. falcatum Polypodium diversifolium and Pteris tremula.. 

Following down a forest road we climbed over a fence 
and made our way across a field to the edge of a small lake which; had 
quite a large population of frogs by the sound of croaking which greeted 
us. A few of the party decided to stop here as we had several difficult 
fences to climb. The rest of us skirted the lake where there was much 
more vegetation. Several young kauris were growing together with 
kahikatea totara (puriri and kowhai both in bloom) rewarewa karaka 
ngaio also in flower Cordyline australis and Griselinia lucida. 
Metrosideros perforata and Rhabdothamnus solandri with its orange bells 
grew under the canopy of Earina autumnalis and Collospermum hastatum 
perched on branches. The few ferns were Pteris saxatilis and P. tremula 
Adiantum fulvum Doodia media and the tree fern Cyathea medullaris. 

In the afternoon we visited Muriwai beach and as the 
tide was put climbed round the rocks for a view of the cliff formations 
ih Maori Bay. 

MURiwai LAKES - 20 th. September 


