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July : KAREKARZE Valley Slopes Leader Mr,D.J.Mead

We .3re privileged to be one of the first parties over a new
track cut.by the Centennial Park Rangers along a ridge from -the bottom

of the Karekare ‘3tream up to the main road. Before proceeding to this
track we went up tHe stresm a short distance to see an attractive little
waterfall,seen by féw people,and draped in bryophytes.

Most of the bush here was milled about a hundred- years ago W:L'bh
2 mill at Karekare,and part was later farmed., Much is now in mature
“haruka avound 20 feet high,with regeneration of various tree species
comirig in undérneath in recent years.Geniostoma, Melicytus macrophyllus,
-and Cpprosma arborea are common, The odd pohu ‘tukawa/rata tree survives.

. T The West coast form of. the i ‘Sophora microphylla var.fulvida)
¢ with its very small leaflets was common, a]_ong with juvenile plants..Some
_trunks were 12" in diameber plus. - sn_agle spec:mum of Pimelea long:u“olla
was reported, though had no flowers as yet.
Climbing up the first'part of the track;aided by a rope on the

steep and slippy first part,we: left the more coastal species and ascended
to a rock outcrop,over which members scrambled 4o list what occurred on it.
There were several ”e‘Olthues on the rock surface,such as broadleaf,
Astelia,and Lyco bil - Bulbophyllum pygmaewn was:on the’ rock
oo, much as I saw another species of“This disfinctive génus in far
ngerl Sarcochilug was on the boughs of a tres,and some juvenile
Arthro ﬁzerls fern on a boulder.The bush here had a bare floor,and silver-
fern and nikaus were common.

Mr.Mead was pairicularly keen to show us ‘cbe curious thrWd. 1a:
woods ‘which have come away in patches in the scrub,and which he descri
and illustrated in the last Newsletter. Some specimens had leaves more
like ‘#hose of a fig tree than a Psc ' The track has now:been nemed
Horoeka Track after these. re man hag grossly’ disturbed the
habitat in the past froqvcntly give rise. to hybrids, between species which
were' formerly dpart in the naturil bush,but-are » throvm together in the
greatly cohanged conditions,where they are free to hybridise,providin.
c’ours_e"th\,y'flo"nr at a, similar period,and -other -coditions are ri

e, coanuca to ascehd through dense 'm 2,noting the oc
orch:Ld by -the rather dark track. th-osty;us brulllfol:u var. a\looulu was
sesh din flower,and the re : £
* Conditions hére were not 5,bub tﬂc owenlng of a new
track could well imporve thlngs Thocc who ' stic
the most orchids,so man-i \
suitable uondj.t::.ons in dncre:

A surprise packet .wag
track,where a side-track h

in store for
been putin to a
It was a lone kauri - not the fire upstanding type,but an unusual spread-
ing bushy type with only a few feet of trunk,and very he ‘vy limbs almost
to the’ground.It had no other trees round it : osed
to the westerlies,it had never made much hei g;hc rrrovrtn the lead being
damaged early in lj_f‘e.ﬂnpplng by scrub in youth can cause le: Ller d;muge,
and it is mainly for this reason that kauri on Great Barrier and Russell
Forests is released from the scrub when young.

The passage through the different types of scrub and second growtih
made an interesting study in the recovery of the bush,and wherc animals
are few there 2 1coxT.,_g ﬂg signs that numercus tree species are
back,dependent on e efficiency of their dispersal mechanisms.The
eating birds no7 make their absence felt felt in many places.
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