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Professor Arnold Wall (1869-1966)

In the early years of our Society, when he lived

He was a keen collector, and when in Auckland was

I remember he once showed me a small exercise

I always thought, that unpretentious little exorcise

I do not doubt that those gentle tokens brought past

Like most naturalists he loved his garden, though
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He was a delightful companion on a ramble,
It was little that escaped his searching eye. From his background in the
humanities often came fascinating scraps of information. He was
moreover well supplied with diverting anecdotes
His use of the apt word often delighted one.
I remember he once said, commenting on the activities of some small
birds The movements of birds are so neat a comment I have often
remembered when watching birds
He was always ready to give freely of his knowledge.
He would have heartily agreed with Popes saying that The worst advice
is that of sense His knowledge was passed on to a wide public
but it was given just as readily to the most humble private enquire
I am sure that in the early days of our society, when he was with us
on a ramble our members all appreciated this and we all felt
deprived when he returned to Christchurch.
But he left something behind him. Our society as a whole was richer
for his sojourn with us, and this was especially so for those of us
who knew him best
Marguerite Crookes.
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I would like to start some discussion to which all can contribute
the distribution of some of our plants so please let me have your
notes I will start the ball rolling with two of our best known,
and amongst our most ancient plants the King fern
(Marattia salicina) and the Kauri,
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