
Flower s i n Greece .  A n outlin e o f  th e Flor a -  b y A.I.Huxle y 
M.A.  Th e Roya l  Horticultura l  Society ,  Vincen t  Square ,  Londo n S.W.I . 
(  Englis h pric e 3/ 6 ) .  Th e flor a o f  Greec e include s 600 0 specie s -
probabl y more .  Th e bookle t  deal s wit h th e mai n vegetatio n group s 
and include s section s o n th e mor e importan t  familie s suc h a s 
lily ,  iris ,  arum ,  orchi d an d amaryllis .  Ther e i s informatio n 
abou t  th e wil d cyclamen s an d w e ar e tol d somethin g abou t  th e 
tree s an d shrubs .  Lik e New Zealand ,  Greec e suffer s fro m erosio n 
and ho s learn t  onl y to o muc h abou t  th e depredation s o f  goats . 
Geography ,  soi l  an d climat e ar e discussed ,  an d brie f  account s 
ar e give n o f  seashore ,  alpin e an d parasiti c  plants ,  an d thos e 
tha t  ador n ston y place s an d rock y walls .  Th e illustration s ar e 
a featur e o f  thi s admirabl e littl e wor k an d n o les s tha n 2 3 
specie s ar e shov m i n ful l  colour .  Th e colou r  reproductio n i s 
ver y fin e indeed .  Th e writin g i s popula r  withou t  bein g superficial , 
and th e amoun t  o f  informatio n tha t  i s cramme d int o forty four 
page s i s reall y quit e astonishing .  M.C , 

LABOUR DA Y weekend  A T TAUMARUNUI  F.M .  Warre n 

At  a  fe w minute s afte r  4p m o n Frida y 23 .  Octobe r  I964 ,  w e 
set  of f  o n th e firs t  stag e o f  thi s trip .  Throug h illnes s an d 
othe r  unforeseen  cause s th e part y ha d bee n reduce d t o 24 .  Of  thes e 
22 wer e i n th e bus ,  an d 2  followe d i n th e 7.40p m train .  Afte r  a 
pleasan t  journe y t o Hamilton ,  w e stoppe d b y th e lak e wher e th e 
win d wa s a  littl e cool ,  bu t  no t  coo l  enoug h t o rui n ou r  appetites . 
The nex t  sto p wa s a  shor t  on e a t  T e Kuiti .  We the n carrie d o n t o 
Taumarunui ,  arrivin g abou t  10p m an d bein g treate d t o suppe r  i n 
th e hote l  kitchen . 

Arisin g o n Saturda y mornin g w e foun d th e sk y heavil y overcast , 
and a s w e lef t  fo r  Ohakun e afte r  breakfas t  a  ligh t  drizzl e se t 
in .  Th e clim b u p th e roa d b y th e spira l  rewarde d u s wit h view s 
of  heav y bus h an d beautifu l  patche s o f  Clemati s paniculat a i n 
flower .  Th e Makotot e viaduc t  wa s o f  considerabl e interes t  t o 
thos e wh o ha d no t  see n i t  before ,  an d severa l  foun d i t  har d t o 
believ e tha t  th e train s actuall y crosse d it . 

The mountai n roa d fro m Ohakun e t o Blyt h Hu t  wa s quit e 
satisfactor y unti l  w e reache d th e firs t  bridge .  Her e th e approac h 
i s a  ba d one ,  bu t  skilfu l  drivin g b y ou r  ol d frien d Bil l  Shear s 
soo n ha d th e bu s across ,  h e havin g firs t  take n th e precautio n o f 
makin g u s walk ,  whil e h e drov e ove r  th e bridg e alone .  Th e secon d 
bridg e wa s negotiate d withou t  difficult y an d w e wer e soo n u p a t 
th e carpar k nea r  th e waterfall ,  fro m whic h i t  i s  onl y a  2 0 minut e 
wal k t o th e hut .  B y thi s tim e th e win d an d rai n ha d increase d 
and condition s wer e mos t  unpleasant .  Some electe d t o follo w th e 
trac k u p t o th e hut ,  a  fe w staye d i n th e bu s an d others ,  o f  whic h 
I  wa s one ,  wer e conten t  t o fossic k abou t  i n th e bus h an d scru b 
nea r  th e bus .  Withou t  goin g fa r  I  note d Podocarpu s nivalis , 
Phyllocladu s alpinus ,  Dacrydiu m laxifo1iun ,  Cyathode s empetrifolia , 
Hebe odora ,  Heb e venustula ,  Dacrydiu m biform e ,  Dacrydiu m bidwillii , 
Celmisia ,  incana ,  Dracophyllu m recurvum ,  Gleicheni a dicarp a va r 
alpina ,  Neopana x simple x an d other s I  hav e no w forgotten .  A  ver y 
good lunc h provide d b y th e hote l  proprietres s wa s eate n i n th e 
bus . 
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The waterfal l  wa s a  fin e sight ,  du e i n par t  t o th e grea t  amoun t 
of  wate r  no w racin g dow n th e stream ,  an d mos t  o f  th e part y too k 
th e opportunit y t o vie w o r  photograp h it.  A s th e rai n an d win d 
showed n o sig n o f  easin g i t  wa s decide d t o ente r  th e bus h a t  a 
lowe r  level .  N o troubl e wa s experience d gettin g bac k ove r  bot h 
bridges ,  an d w e wer e soo n a t  th e entranc e t o Blyt h track . 

Fortunatel y th e win d wa s hardl y notice-abl e her e althoug h i t 
was stil l  reining ,  an d mos t  o f  u s followe d th e trac k fo r  som e 
distanc e lookin g fo r  th e unusual .  Th e uppe r  canop y wa s mainl y 
beec h -  Nothofagu s fusca,menziesi i  an d solandr i  va r  cliffortioides . 
Libocedru s bidwilli i  wa s als o qui t  common Th e lowe r  cove r  comprise d Elaeocarpu s hookerianus ,  Aristoteli a fruticosa ,  Neopana x 
simplex ,  Neopana x colensoi ,  Cordylin e indivisa ,  Pseudowinter a 
colorat a ver y beautiful ,  Pittosporu m colensoi,  Coprosm a 
foetidissima ,  C .  tenuifolia ,  C .  parviflor a an d others ,  th e name s 
of  whic h no w escap e me .  Th e mor e unusua l  fern s see n wer e 
Hymenophyllu m ma1ingi i  ,  Phymatode s novae-zelandiae ,  Grammiti s 
billardieri  an d Hymenophyllu m pulcherrimum .  On e member  wa s 
observe d examinin g Luzuriag a parviflora .  Strangely ,  orchids 
wer e conspicuou s b y thei r  absence .  Th e rai n becomin g heavier , 
and th e trac k muc h wetter ,  i t  wa s pleasan t  t o retur n t o th e 
shelte r  o f  ou r  bu s an d hea d bec k fo r  Taumarunui . 

I t  raine d heavil y throughou t  Saturda y nigh t  an d w e ha d 
vision s o f  bette r  weathe r  o n th e morrow.  Howeve r  i t  wa s no t  t o 
be ,  an d Sunda y showe d n o materia l  improvement .  Immediatel y afte r 
breakfas t  w e se t  of f  fo r  Pureor a t he back-countr y roa d gav e u s 
splendi d view s o f  hill s  and  gorges ,  swolle n streams ,  waterfall s 
and th e mai n trun k railway .  Th e rai n ease d a t  time s t o a  ver y 
ligh t  drizzle ,  bu t  o n arriva l  a t  Forestr y Headquarter s I t  cam e 
on agai n accompanie d b y fairl y stron g wind .  A  Forestry ,  office r 
kindl y guide d u s u p th e roa d t o a  poin t  wher e w e coul d ente r  th e 
heav y bus h fo r  a  considerabl e distance ,  b y followin g a  trac k 
use d fo r  bringin g ou t  post s obtaine d fro m larg e falle n totaras . 
The fores t  tree s I n thi s are a ar e genuin e giants ,  risin g t o ove r 
100 fee t  i n height .  Th e mor e common ar e Podocarpu s ferrugineus , 
P.  spicatus ,  P .  totar a an d Dacrydiu m cupressinum .  Althoug h th e 
rai n stil l  fel l  i t  wa s quit e pleasan t  i n th e shelte r  o f  th e 
bush .  Bot h Pseudowinter a axillari s and  P .  colorat a wer e noted , 
als o Pseudopana x edgerlyi i  an d Melicop e simplex .  Blechnu m 
patersonii  wa s plentiful ,  a s als o wer e Hymenophyllu m ferrugineum , 
K.  scabru m an d Grammiti s heterophylla .  Dicksoni a fibros a attain s 
considerabl e siz e her e an d on e specime n admire d ha d a  ste m 
circumferenc e o f  abou t  7f t  6  ins .  Clemati s paniculat a wa s i n 
ful l  flowe r  everywhere ,  on e vin e showin g beautifu l  blosso m som e 
60f t  u p i n on e o f  th e larg e trees .  Th e Rubu s (  bushlawye r  )  wa s 
als o i n flowe r  i n place s an d panicle s abou t  a  foo t  lon g wer e 
observed .  Afte r  lunc h i n th e bus ,  wit h Bil l  actin g a s waite r  t o 
avoi d congestion ,  w e returne d t o Forestr y Headquarter s an d 
went  fo r  a  shor t  tim e int o th e bus h a t  th e rea r  o f  th e houses . 
Her e w e foun d Alseuosmi a pusilla .  I n flower ,  Hymenophyllu m 
scabru m everywher e o n th e ground ,  an d a n Interestin g hybri d whic h 
i s n o doub t  th e on e whic h wa s know n a s Nothopana x simple x va r 
parvum .  Orchid s wer e stil l  absent ,  th e onl y on e see n bein g a 
Pterostyli d no t  ye t  i n bud . 
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A mil e o r  tw o dow n th e roa d fro m Pureora ,  w e entere d a 
shallo w gull y whie h coul d no t  b e explore d properl y o s i t  wa s 
carryin g a  dea l  o f  rai n water .  On th e edge s however ,  w e sav ; 
Hymenanther a angustifolia ,  leafles s bu t  carryin g man y flowe r 
buds o f  a  ligh t  bluish-gre y colour ,  an d als o a n adul t  specime n 
of  Pittosporu m turneri .  Enterin g a  grov e o f  Phyllocladu s alpinus , 
some commence d a  searc h fo r  tha t  curiosit y th e woode n rose , 
Dactylanthu s taylori .  Thei r  effort s wer e soo n reworde d an d afte r 
a coupl e o f  smallis h one s ho d bee n found ,  tw o larg e one s wer e 
unearthe d wel l  an d trul y fixe d t o thei r  hosts .  Thes e ar e o f 
cours e stil l  wher e the y wer e discovered .  Whil e al l  thi s scratchin g 
and rootin g wa s goin g on ,  on e member  wa s quietl y workin g i n th e 
gull y o n th e fring e o f  th e bush ,  an d cam e acros s Ranunculu s 
rivularis ,  a  solitar y specime n o f  Botrychiu m australe ,  Oreomyrrhi s 
ramos a an d Potentill a anserinoides .  Ou r  retur n journe y T o 
Taumarunu i  wa s a s interestin g a s th e outward ,  al l  th e stream s 
and river s wer e no w i n ful l  spate . 

Monday dawne d coo l  an d fine .  Ho w please d w e al l  wer e t o se e 
th e su n agai n Afte r  a  ver y enjoyabl e breakfas t  w e wer e soo n 
on ou r  way ,  climbin g ove r  th e Hauhangaro a rang e toward s Tokaanu . 
Agai n w e wer e treate d t o a  wonderfu l  displa y o f  Clemati s 
paniculata .  I t  seeme d t o b e aroun d ever y ben d i n th e road .  On 
steppin g fro m th e bu s a t  th e to p o f  th e rang e t o tak e th e trac k 
t o th e lookout ,  w e wer e muc h surprise d t o fin d ourselve s i n a 
shower  o f  slee t  an d ver y ligh t  snow .  Thi s soo n passed ,  th e su n 
came ou t  an d too k th e chil l  ou t  o f  th e air ,  an d th e photographer s 
wer e abl e t o recor d th e beautifu l  vista s o f  sno w covere d 
mountains ,  bus h cla d hill s  an d lak e whic h la y befor e them .  Thos e 
more intereste d i n th e vegetatio n soo n notice d Oleari a ilicifoli a 
and Quintini a elliptica .  Resumin g ou r  journe y w e wer e soo n o t 
Waih i  villag e a t  th e souther n en d o f  Lak e Taupo .  Th e mos t 
interestin g thing s her e wer e a  prett y waterfal l  o f  considerabl e 
height  and  th e ho t  wate r  bubblin g u p a t  th e edg e o f  th e col d 
lake .  On e member  cam e acros s a  solitar y Microti s unifoli a i n 
flower ,  otherwis e th e plan t  lif e ther e hel d littl e appeal .  Th e 
driv e t o Taup o wa s mos t  enjoyabl e wit h lovel y view s o f  sun-kisse d 
wate r  an d man y kowha i  i n ful l  bloom .  Th e lunc h spo t  wa s behin d 
th e Informatio n Office ,  wher e w e wer e abl e t o enjo y th e su n t o 
th e full ,  ou t  o f  th e coo l  breez e whic h swep t  acros s th e lake . 
I t  wa s no t  lon g befor e w e wer e o n th e roa d agai n an d gazin g 
wit h ow e a t  th e grea t  volum e o f  wate r  rushin g ove r  th e Huk a 
falls .  The n dow n w e wen t  t o se e th e ne w powe r  projec t  o n th e 
Aratiati a rapids .  I t  mus t  b e confesse d tha t  th e rapid s ar e no t 
ruined .  V e wer e o f  cours e seein g the n a t  th e bes t  time ,  whe n 
th e wate r  wa s bein g released .  Howeve r  whe n th e tree s an d shrub s 
plante d i n th e vicinit y reac h maturity ,  th e spo t  shoul d b e a 
picturesqu e one .  Afte r  a n interestin g ru n alon g th e roa d throug h 
N. Z Fores t  Product s pin e forest s w e foun d ourselve s i n heav y 
traffi c  -  somewha t  amusin g bu t  als o annoying ,  especiall y whe n 
i t  wa s discovere d tha t  th e primar y caus e o f  th e lon g processio n 
was a  traffi c  officer .  A  shor t  sto p a t  Rangirir i  precede d th e 
las t  le g o f  th e journe y t o Auckland ,  whic h wa s reache d abou t 
8pm.  F.M.W . 
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