arriichaelia aligera with leaves lem broed; Dracoghxll

ldtl “olium; nmiro, Yodocirpus fcrrugineus; putuuuta\eta,
Carpodetus seriatus; Coprosma lucida, australis, arborea and
rhamnoides; Plttosborum cornifolium; tanckaha, Phyllocladus
trichomanioldcs nikau, RhOpulO(t"llS sapida quitc plcntiful;
few small kauri, Agathls australis; native honeysuckle, nnlghtla
excelsa; tawa, Bellschmiecdia tawa; Lhc ubiquitous hangehangc,
Geniostoma ligustrifolium; also mangemange Lygodium artlculatum,
climbing prettily alongside the track, After lunch, which we had
on the track under an overhanging rock, the party wcnt a
hundred ysrds or so further up to a weird crecpy looking semi
cave under a huge vertical cliff, The roots of a large pukatea,
Laurelia novae zeclandiac, wandcred or should I say undulated
through a sliuy pool looking like a number of sea serpents; or
perhaps the liaori taniwha = who knows ? A very large llverwort
covered the stones, and on thc overhanging cliff we could see
Blechnum filiforme "with numerous fertile fronds from which the
fern gets 1ts seccond name, T'or half an hour or so wec¢ wandered
here and there, some in the bush and some on the banks of the
stream. One of our junior members working upstream reported the
remains of a log jam left behind by the bushmen, Eleven orchid
species were cncountered on the journcy, none worth remarking,
although iirs, t.ood d@id say she had not previously rccorded
Thelymitra semula from the arca.

Wandering slowly back we caught our bus at 3pm and drove
to mr. and iirs, Woods place at Hula whecre we were given a very
welcome cup of tea and strolled round their excecllent garden,
marvelling at what these two enthusiasts had crcated out of
nothing. A list of their plant possesions would fill a small
book and has to be secn to be believed, After a vote of thanks
by our President .ir. Lediard, which wes carried by acclamation,
we left Huia at Lpm.

IN PRAISE OF WESLEY SPRAGG -~ - - &. D. H.

nr. Butlers disapnointmen} with the lvesley Svragg reserve
prompts me to write-a few words in its praise, The top of the
ridge is a veritable oasis of gud scrub flora - in e coastal
setting. “he short windswept menuka barely prevents erodion and
bare clay patches are frequent. The scrub includes Drecophylluin

sinclairii, Persoonia_toru, lekes acicularis, Pomaderris

kumersho & ond “Phormium colen801. 'he ground cover reminds me of

The Llbany Lills and includes Holoragis procumbens, Schizaee
fistulosa, Lindsoca linearis, Glecichenis circineta, Pterostylis
barbata, PrusoohylluﬁALnglv 5 1pelym1tra cg£g§&_;mberbls and
erstata, Ponaderris phylicifolia, Pinclea prostrata, Cyathodes
fraseri, Lchlcnbcrglﬁ gracilis, Gahnia gahniacformis, Geultheria
antlpoda “Cordyline puailio end Droscra auriculata.

The cocstal slopcs arc fairly normal kauri-pohutukawa
association, with salt-marsh and sea-cliff for varicty. I rccord
20 species of orchids from the arca and the white flowerecd
poroporo, Solenum eviculare vaer aglbiflorum. I notice this yecar

in particulser that the pohutukawves have becn bedly chewed,
precsumably by opossums, 6




AN ORCHIDACEOUS TRIP TO GLORIT - - - . D. H,

On 5 January 1964, by the kindness of iir. and iirs, J, Becver
and their family, I was able to havc a look at the mixed tarairc
forest st Glorit, the type locality for Yoania austrﬂlls. Over 50
plants had becn located and staked some days prcviously by Ross
end iir, Becver, and this preliminary work was most helpful, The
Yoania seems to prefer open debris-covered slopes beneath the
Shede of the larger trecs, not necessarily taraire, although the
tareire was in no case out of root-reach, whey wcre well scattered,
singly or in groups of 2-3, the flower stems varying from 3cm
high with a single flower, to 2lcm with 7 flowers., One stem had a
branch arising frow the axll of one of the lcaves, and this
branch carricd flowers of its own., Some plants were growing in
leaf mould: only, but most in a sandy clayey loam and always
cntanglcd in a network of 1living tree-roots. Four excavations I
nade, succecded only in brcaking the cxtremely brittle rhizome,
but Mr, Becver subscquently managcd to isolate a plant with 4
flower stems connected, and a total of 26 meristems on the rhizome.,
o brench is very long, and each sccms to be hecdl ng in & different
direction, The rhizome of & plant 20cm high with 5 flowers,
occupied an arca somc 6cm square and 2cm deep, Into this was
packed an aggregate of 20cm of branching rhizowme with 16 meristems,
The development and maturation of the sccd capsule is unusually
rapid - 12-18 days from the fertilisetion of the flower to the
disperszl of thc ripe secd, Onc plant with 7 flowers, the uppermost
open and still unpollinated, the second uppermnost open but with
pollen on the stigma, had its lowest flowcr with the secd-capsule
dehisced and cmpty and all the sced dispersed, The fact that the
bulk of the plants examined were well embcdded in loam dismnoscs’
of any doubt that they might not survive the summer without
forming tubers ‘he rhizome is in fact perennisl end no tubers
are formed, “he 1962 material, from which the species was described
has survived the twelvemonth in cultivation.

Corybas cryptanthus ( es far as I could judge from the
secding peduncle ] proved to be plentiful in the erea also,
favouring the same conditions as Younla and often in close
association, Tcn plants were exarined snd in most the tiny leaf
had developed some chlorophyll, although this is rarely present
at flowering time, 211 too wcrc bearing tubcrs,

Another uncxpccted discovery was o colony of Gastrodia
sesamoidcs with 3 flowcring stems, growing only 1l2cm from a
buttress root of a large kahikatca, in an opecn grassy clcaring
on the edge of the strecam, “he distinctivce buff-white flowers
with the long column, arc rcvcrscd likc thosc of Prasonhyllum,
the labcllun being ubpcrmost.wv

Othcr orchids in the srca wcre- Acienthus fornicatus var
sinclairii, Corybas oblongus and trilobus, Kerina nucronata ( on
nikau aﬁafpurlfl ), ilicrotis unifolia Ptcrostylis benksii, and
Sercochilus adversus ( on huhlkLtc**T




THE GRUUN BAY FORM OF BLECTIWL CAPENSE - - - K. Wood

many of us have been interested in the distribution of .the
variety of Blechnum ccpense known as the Green Bay form. This
differs from the common type in that its pinnae are not narrowed
down at the base., It has been found at several places on the
cliffs of the iianukau Harbour and at Bethels Beach. A few years
ago I found plants at Kauri Point near Katiketi, and iir. Yarren
reported that locally gathered specimens were brought in to the
ITew Plymouth native flower show last year, ( See Bot.Soc.lews
Letter lNovember 1963 - pL4. two localities on the coast near
Hevera.) About lest October I was showing liiss Crookes round
our section at Huia when she dlscovered a self sown plant growing
from beneath the tank stand !

Now I can add some further records to this, for while in
Gisborne during the holidays we drove 30 miles inland to Rere
Falls, and there I found it again. Later, nearer Gisborne, we
v181ted a snmall bush reserve called waihirere Domain and there
growing all along a little stream, were fine large specimens
of Blechnum capense, all of the Green Bay form, We travelled
from Gisborne to Te Araroa on the Last Cape and there found
that the Awatere kiver had been newly bridged. This allowed us
to cross by car and drive a few miles along the road towsrds
the Last Cepe lighthouse, Several times we stopped, and every
plant of B.capense that I examined beside the road was of the
Green Bay form. ~hich shows that this form is much more widely
distributed than we realised. Perhaps it extends to the South
Island and further reports would be of interest,

It is with resret that I learn of. the recent death of ilr,

S 1i.C.Gudex of Hamilton. 4 country member of many yveesrs standing,
his enthusissm and versetility never ceased to amaze me. I only
met him once, but we corresponded regularly for over eleven
vears and became firm friends on paper, A retired schoolteacher,
he was not only a member of our Society; but of Forest and Bird,
the Institute of Horticulture snd the Royal Society of N. Z.
iAn amateur botanist, geologist, horticulturist and photographer,
his favourite activity wes initiating young people into the
wonders and beauties of nature, As a teacher he had few equals,
He published fifteen papers in Transactions, mainly on forest
remnants in the liaikato, and wes an interesting speaker, giving
nany lectures to groups, such as ours, keern on mountain, mire
and forest and all that lived therein. A man who himself lived
life to the full and encouraged others to do the same., ©. D. H.





