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Introduction 
On 8 September 2002 a group of 17 members from the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society ("Forest and 
Bird") attending the Society's Northern Regional Meeting took an outing to Matakohe Limestone Island Scenic 
Reserve in Whangarei Harbour. The party were picked up by the reserve ranger by boat and taken across to a 
small beach on the islands north western shoreline. From there the ranger guided the party on a circuit round 
the island taking in the historic features and revegetation areas along the way. 

Administration 
Matakohe 
Limestone Island 
is a 40ha (100 
acre) scenic 
reserve vested in 
the Whangarei 
District Council 
and administered 
by the Friends of 
Matokohe 
Limestone Island 
Society ("the 
Friends"). In 1998 
the Friends formed 
a strategic 
partnership with Golden Bay 
Cement to assist in 
restoration of the island. 

F ig . l : The Forest & Bird party w i t h Limestone Is in the 
background looking f rom the north. The revegetation area is on 

the other side of the island. 

Historical background and features 
Early Maori fed on shellfish hunted birds grew 
gardens and brought fire and rats to the island. In the 
early 1700s Ngai Tahauhu occupied the island and 
repeated invasion by Maori people from north and 
south occurred from the mid 1700s to 1837 when a 
war party came from the Waikato. 

In the early 1830s a European house was built on 
Matakohe the first house in the Whangarei area. 
Maori worked extensive areas of the northern slopes 
during the 1840s growing European crops. In the 
1850s cement manufacture began and NZ Portland 
Cement purchased the island in 1906 and employed 
270 people at its peak. There was a village of 100 
residents with dance hall store school and many 
cottages. In 1918 the company merged with Wilsons 
Portland Cement and over a three year period moved 
equipment and some residential buildings to the 
Portland site on the mainland now owned by Golden 
Bay Cement. 

The signs of the past can still be seen today. Historical 
ruins include the managers house cement works 
ruins single mens quarters school house site quarry 
sites two ships (Victoria and Tiri II) a beached barge 
and landing gantry. The barge provides a haven for NZ 
dotterel shags and oystercatchers. There is also a pa 
site Te Pa O Te Ihi O Te Rangi containing terraces 
trenches ditches and raised banks and an associated 
area of land used by Maori for agriculture. 

Vegetation 
Very little of the original vegetation of the island 
remains today predominantly intertidal and coastal 
edge species. Mangroves {Avicennia marina var. 
australasica) are common in the south western part of 
the island covering extensive areas of mudflats. 
Associated with the mangroves at the coastal edge 
glasswort (Sarcocornia quinqueflora) swamp 
ribbonwood {Plagianthus divaricatus) knobby clubrush 
{Ficinia nodosa) wiwi {Juncus kraussii var. 
australiensis) oioi {Apodasma similis) and remuremu 
{Selliera radicans) are common. This area also has NZ 
flax {Phormium tenax) some of which have been 
planted. A patch of shore bindweed {Calystegia 
soldanella) was found on the beach near the cement 
works ruins. Growing amongst introduced grasses 
pohuehue {Muehlenbeckia complexa) is a common 
ground cover over large areas of the island. A small 
wetland on the southern side of the island contains 
raupo {Typha orientalis). 

On the southern side of the island there are tiny 
remnants of mature trees including some large puriri 
{ V i t e x lucens) karaka {Corynocarpus laevigatus) 
kohekohe tawapou {Pouteria costata) and titoki 
{Alectryon excelsa). Manning (2001) notes the 
tawapou and a single old specimen of parapara 
{Pisonia brunoniana) as significant flora. The parapara 
is the only example in the Whangarei Ecological 
District and tawapou is only known to be present at 
one other location nearby Onemama Point. 

The Friends and Forest and Bird have been replanting 
the island since 1989 with volunteers planting 5 000 
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10 000 trees each winter. In year 2000 volunteers 
planted 23 000 trees and shrubs on the island to 
celebrate the millennium. The plants are locally 
sourced and species are chosen according to what 
would originally have grown on the island. In the early 
stages of the revegetation programme Tasmanian 
ngaio {Myoporum insulare) was planted by mistake 
and subsequently pulled out and the few that remain 
are being sprayed. The Tasmanian ngaio are now 
hybridising with the NZ ngaio {M. laetum). 

Plantings of manuka {Leptospermum scoparium) less 
than ten years old seedlings of karo {Pittosporum 
crassifolium) and Coprosma species have begun to 
appear. Where open grassland has been sprayed 
manuka and the odd kanuka {Kunzea ericoides) have 

begun to appear. On the south side of the island there 
is considerable natural regeneration occurring of 
karaka kohekohe {Dysoxylum spectabile) tawapou 
puriri and titoki. 

Cats rats stoats and possums have been eradicated 
from the island but mice are still there in low 
numbers. Kiwi are now being raised on the island and 
then released at Bream Head Scenic Reserve. 

Large parts of the island are covered in buffalo grass 
{Stenotaphrum secundatum) but this is dying out 
where revegetation areas are forming a canopy. Other 
exotic species include blackberry {Rubus fruticosus 
agg.) periwinkle (Vinca major) and arum lily 
{Zantedeschia aethiopica). 

The cement works ruins. Limestone Island with part of the revetation area 
in the foreground. Extensive mudflats covered in 

mangroves in the middle distance. 

Species list 
List compiled by Sheryl Mai Whangarei District Council with additions planted 2001/2 species added Peter 
White 8 Sep 2002. In compiling the species list little attempt was made to record exotic species. Unless 
otherwise stated all species have been planted. 

(nr) on the planted lists but not recorded on the outing 
(p+) planted plus naturally occurring 
(n) naturally occurring only 

exotic 
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