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THE NATIONAL FORESTRY HERBARIUM ONLINE DATABASE: 
UPDATED AND WITH NEW FUNCTIONALITIES 

 
Matt Buys 

National Forestry Herbarium, Rotorua, New Zealand 

 
The National Forestry Herbarium has migrated its collections data to a new database 

developed by the University of Oxford in collaboration with other major institutions 

such as the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew, England, Naturalis in the Netherlands and an 

international advisory group, of which I am a member. The software known as the 

Botanical Research and Herbarium Management Software (BRAHMS) has a wide range 

of functionality to address most of the common requirements for botanical inventory, 

 

 

Figure 1. The new online home page of the National Forestry Herbarium 
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research and curatorial needs. Included amongst the numerous modules is one for 

publishing webpages and the collections database online. The new online web presence 

for the herbarium is now housed at nzfri.scionresearch.com (Figure 1). The online 

version of the database can also be accessed from here. A growing set of identification 

keys, collection wish lists for the Bay of Plenty and information relating to staff and 

services are provided as well. 

 

The collections can be searched by one of three main ways. You can: 

1. enter species, collector or major geographic area details by hand; 

2. define an area on a map; 

3. browse and select taxa (Figure 2), collectors or geographic regions of interest. 

 

 

Figure 2. Browsing database records by taxa. 
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Results can be presented in various ways, the most commonly used being a table where 

the user can select to see a wide variety of fields, including images, when available. These 

images can be enlarged using state of the art Zoomify© technologies. Fields can be 

sorted, filtered and summarised. Furthermore, there are context sensitive weblinks to 

The International Plant Name Index (IPNI) and The Plant List, amongst others. Data 

can be exported and saved as an Excel file for offline use (Figure 3). In addition, simple 

reports for either species or collections can be generated online. And, to top it all, 

collections can be mapped to either Google Earth or Google Maps (Figure 4) with full 

record details accompanying each point on the map. 

 

 

Figure 3. Table view of extracted data from the online database. 

 

New Zealand has a number of collection descriptors unique to it, e.g. ecological districts. 

These and whether plants specimens were collected from cultivated plants have been, 
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for the time being, incorporated in the plant habitat field. Collections from the Bay of 

Plenty have been marked as “BOP” in the locality field.  

 

The online database is not error-free and represents a work in progress. Readers are 

encouraged to bring any errors or discrepancies to our attention. 

 

 

Figure 4. Google Map of selected species from the online database. 
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